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Z. R. LANDSCAPES
Landscaping
Fencing
Hedge Cutting and Treework
Turf Laying
Driveways
Patios
And More
07949 220721
Zac Robins
landscape@nsza.co.uk
CONTACT FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

DRIVER TRAINING
CAR, LGV, PCV, FLT, HIAB
40 East View Fields
Plumpton Green BN7 3EF
Tel: 01273 890410
www.hillsofplumpton.co.uk

Eastwood Heating & Plumbing
Keep your energy bills low by making sure your boiler is serviced regularly. A well
serviced boiler keeps your energy consumption low and can Identify faults early,
avoiding expensive breakdown cost.
Plumpton Green based Heating Engineer
for all Oil and Gas appliances
please call James on 07876 294262 or 01273 890526
104339

R. A. Brooks & Son

Plumpton Stores & Post Oﬃce
Your local village store is now open:
5.45am to 7.30pm Monday to Friday
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7.00am to 7.30pm Saturday

35 Wivelsfield Road,
Haywards Heath

7.00am to 1.00pm Sunday

Ravenoak,
Allington Road,
Newick

01444 454391

01825 722895

01273 890229

email: info@brooksfunerals.co.uk
www.brooksfunerals.co.uk

PLUMPTON & EAST CHILTINGTON NEWS
April

2021

Page

Plumpton Parish Council
2
Plumpton Activity Scheme
2
East Chiltington Parish Council
5
County & District councillors
6
Maria Caufield
9
Local planning statement
10
DR’s Diary
12
Bird Watch
13
Skylark Schools Update
15
Church Services
17
Rail timetable
18
Events Calendar
20
Archbishop of Lewes visit
21
St. Peter & St. James Raffle
22
Plumpton Camera Club
23
Climate Change
24
Tennis Club
26
Plumpton & East Chiltington Cricket
Club
26
Plumpton & East Chiltington
Wildlife
28
Footpath Detective
31
Plumpton Village Society
32
Station Partnership Appeal
35
Chailey Commons Society
35
Citizens Advice
37

A bumper edition this month with extra
pages needed. As we move into spring
and gradual opening up we have included
information on our local hostelries who
will be opening outdoors this month.
As ever those groups trying to arrange
fund raising events are having to change
their plans so do keep eye on their
updates.
If a group you are involved with has plans
for 2021 do let us know.
This is your magazine..
PECNcopy@gmail.com
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Plumpton Parish Council

Pavilion
£1,334 support grant for loss of income has
been advised by Lewes District Council.

www.plumptonpc.co.uk

Following the government's Roadmap to the
easing of lockdown, Clubs for officially
organised sports will be able to resume the
use of the playing field (but not the Pavilion)
from 29th March.

Notes from the Parish Meeting 9th March
2021 (remote meeting over ZOOM).
Expiry of LDC Local Plan Part 1 is covered
under a separate article in this month’s
magazine.
Following the request for S137 grant
applications, a £250 grant was made to the
The Monday Group.

Last year's playing field renovations will be
continued, initially with a 'Slit-rolling' of the
whole field in w/c 26th April. This will assist
drainage, improve grass-growth and give a
smoother playing surface.

Village Hall
£14,857 support grant for loss of income
has been advised by Lewes District Council.
Fantastic result and a huge thank you to
Anita for applying for this.

At time of writing, the Skate Park remains
closed, but it is hoped that it would re-open
from either 12th April or, potentially, 29th
March.

From 19th April children’s clubs, Ladybirds,
Wings and Turning Pointe will be back in the
Hall.

There are only two benches in the King
George V playing field for the public to
enjoy. If anyone would like to donate a
memorial bench in memory of a family
member or friend the council would like to
hear from you. In the first instance please
contact Jim
Brown jim.brown@plumptonpc.co.uk on
Plumpton Parish Council

From 17th May community buildings are
allowed to re-open, which means we can
start viewings. We have 3 people waiting
to do wedding viewings.
From 17th May Badminton, Pilates, Bowls
and Tap can restart.

Finance
Despite the very difficult financial year
2020/21, the village finances are in good
order.

If everything goes to plan, as from the 24th
June, we will hopefully be back to near
normal service.
We already have 3 weddings booked for
this year in July and August.
Plumpton College have returned and we will
be meeting soon to look at projects on the
Village Green. Big thank you to Councillor
Morgan for chasing this up.

Next meeting is at 7:30pm on the 13th April
2021. (Remote Meeting over Zoom)

Approval was given to erect a retaining
fence at the allotments site to prevent items
being washed into the stream, particularly
after flooding. The Environment Agency
have been contacted and they have agreed
to investigate and clear obstructions for a
few metres in either direction from the
allotments. It will help but may not prevent
the flooding entirely.
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A clean carpet
isn’t all we
guarantee……

FLORAL ART
Mobile Florist - Wide Delivery Service

NICHOLA MASSINGALE

•

Phone: Plumpton (01273) 891301
Mobile: 07970 462337
. •Weddings • Funerals•

Carpet Cleaning & Repairs,
retufting & reweaving

•
•

Upholstery Cleaning

•Spec ial O cc as ions •
•C ontrac t • D ried•

•

Curtain Dry Cleaning on-site-atthe-window
Carpet Moth Treatment Service

Rupert Thacker

•
•

Rug Cleaning including Wool &
Silk

Fire & Flood Clean-Up Service
Now celebrating 24 years of providing 1st class
service
in Plumpton, Plumpton Green, East Chiltington,
Lewes & Brighton.

Furniture Restoration Services
Including Furniture repairs, Polishing etc. of
Antique, Contemporary, and Reproduction
Furniture
Fletching, E Sussex, TN22 3TQ

Call Paul or Liz on 01273 733339
For a free no-obligation quotation
Or email paul@servicemasterbrighton.co.uk

Tel : 01825-713111 (Workshop)
Mobile: 07950-035044
Email: sales@rupert-thacker.com
Website: www.rupert-thacker.com

See our website for special offers
www.servicemasterbrighton.co.uk

Robert Symes

The Hairdressers

TREE SURGEON

Sarah And Mandy

East Chiltington
Tel: Plumpton
(01273) 890080

South Road Wivelsfield Green

01444 471224

Free Es mates
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Advertise Here !!
Contact
pecntreasurer@btinternet.com
Or
Phone
01273 891427

Starflower Arts & Massage
Creative Art Workshops
Collage, Felting, Papermaking etc.
Holistic Massage & Aromatherapy
Home Visits for Women
Sarah Holloway BA(Hons) PGCE MIPTI
E. Chiltington, 07751 986790
www.starflowerarts.weebly.com
www.starflowermassage.weebly.com

Plumpton Pilates
Morning and evening group classes
in Plumpton Village Hall.
1:1 Pilates at home also available.
Please contact Charis 07881 825007
charispilates@gmail.com

ALLEN UPTON

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES
SERVICES

• Member of the Institute of Plumbing • Registered Plumber •
General Plumbing Installa on & Repairs
Free Es mates and Advice

Tel: Plumpton (01273) 890668 or 07711 712 477
Email: allenplumit@hotmail.com
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The next Parish meeting will be held in May
however a date will be set when we are
clearer about what government guidelines will
be in place following the current period of
lockdown.
If you have any concerns or questions please
contact the clerk who will refer queries to the
councillors as the parish council continues to
operate but remotely. All normal council
functions are being carried out by the clerk
from home. E mail :clerk@eastchiltington.net

E.C New Town proposal
The Parish council have been working
hard to complete their response to the
LDC draft methodology statement. The
Parish Council were asked to submit
reasons based on local knowledge as to
why this development should not be
accepted into the new LDC local plan
This has now been submitted and can be
viewed on the Parish website page
www.eastchiltington.net as well as our
parish Facebook page.
The Parish council have also been sharing
information with our neighbouring
parishes and it has become very clear
that the whole area is under threat of
overdevelopment on greenfield sites.
Further complicating the issue is the
confusion surrounding the number of new
homes that LDC have been asked to
include in their plan,as the article for this
month from Plumpton PC fully explains.
Both East Chiltington and Plumpton P.Cs
have spoken with Maria Caulfield MP to
seek clarity and she has confirmed that
she is working with government officials
to endeavour to find a definitive answer.

The Jolly Sportsman
Re-opening from Friday 16th April.

If you wish to become part of the
campaign to attempt to halt these ill
considered planning proposals please join
www.saveoursussexvillages.uk a local
action group.

Outdoor service only, pre-booking
essential.
Friday 12-4pm 6-11pm
Saturday 12noon - 11am
Sunday 12-4pm
for bookings
email info@thejollysportsman.com

An Oak tree has been planted on the
eastern side of the Hollycroft field in
memory of Lady Marina Bury. The Parish
council thanked Cllr David and James
Otway for procuring and planting the
tree.

Or
tel 01273 890400

Please note that Novington Lane will be
closed both North and South of the
junction with Chapel Lane to allow BT
Openreach to carry out works.
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District Council Reports
March 2021

the Secretary of State. It can be found
at tinyurl.com/4z4qwh8h.
Let's not forget that it is due to the change in
Government policy that a new Local Plan has
to be drawn up.

Local Plan update
Alongside many others, I am opposing
huge increases in housing numbers like the
potential 3,000 unit scheme on the Eton
College Land.

Nolands Farm
I oppose the speculative development for 89
houses at Nolands Farm and have visited to
see for myself how important the land behind
the Scout hut is to the local Scout group.

So a massive "thank you" to both Plumpton
and East Chiltington Parish Councils for
their hard work in replying to the District
Council with very detailed comments on the
sites that landowners put forward. Evidence
proving how our rural area simply cannot
cope with huge numbers of housing is
vital.

Dumped rubbish
I have reported yet more fly-tipping, this time
on Streat Bostall.
Business Grants
The council has launched a new grant scheme
designed to support businesses affected by
Covid-19:
www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/community/
covid-19/businesses/

And on the Local Plan, Government rules
mean councils cannot just renew it like you
might renew a TV licence. There is a set of
stages that need to be followed which
cannot just be done in a few months. Look
at next door Wealden Council - their plan
was rejected by a Government inspector,
meaning yet more "speculative" developers
swooping on their green fields. So Lewes
needs to follow the right steps.

robert.banks@lewes.gov.uk
07986 755246

Last month Sarah Osborne and I wrote
about the government rule which says how
many houses could be built across Lewes
District.
I asked the council to double check the
figures with the Government who
(regretfully) confirmed that the correct
calculation is being used which then raises
the annual figure from May to 782 per year
- up from 345 currently.

The Half Moon

But that doesn't stop us trying to change
the Government's mind and get back down
to a lower figure! I tabled a couple of
questions at a recent meeting to the
Council Leader to ask what lobbying work is
underway. He has written to the Secretary
of State about a lower figure, and further
discussions are taking place with the
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government about this.

We will be open from the Monday
12th April
Weekdays 12 – dusk, food 12 – 3, 6 – 8,
Saturday 12 – 9 food 12 – 8
Sunday 12 – 6 food 12 – 4.
The weekend of the 17th of April we plan
to open our top garden and childrens play
area with brand new climbing frame etc

I am supporting an on-line petition against
the huge increase in housing numbers to
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TIME FOR YOU

LK Events Ltd

Jessica GELeration Manicure
Jessica Classic Prescription Manicure
Jessica Zenspa Pedicure
Day or evening appointments
Gift vouchers available
Conveniently situated in Plumpton
Green

We’re a Sussex based company
specialising in high quality catering
Weddings, Drinks Parties, Christenings
Funerals, Family Parties
Contact us for a quote
01825 723226 or 01825 722774
info@lkevents-sussex.co.uk
www.lkevents-sussex.co.uk

Kim Fahey IFHB
Tel: 01273 891447
Mob: 07845045766
Email: kimfahey@btinternet.com

Tree Surgery ● Hedge Maintenance
Fire Wood
Stump Grinding ● Strimming
Woodland Management Schemes
Experienced ● Insured £5m
Free Quotation
BSc (Enviro Mgt) ● LOLER Inspector
NPTC

Charlie Layﬁeld
Office: 01825 724655
Mobile: 07888 838423
www.treewise.co.uk

Heath Farm
Holiday Cottages
South Road, Plumpton Green
Three 4 star cottages sleeping
two, four and six. Suitable disabled
Minimum 2 night stay
Regret no smoking or pets.

01273 890712
www.heath-farm.com
7

P. M BUILDERS
5 School Cottages,
East Chiltington

For all your
building
needs
Tel: 01273- 890964
Mobile 07813 114470
YOUR LOCAL BUILDER

Painter
Decorative Paint Finishes,
Domestic, Business
& Building Trade
Michael Webber
michael.webber6@yahoo.co.uk

01273 890779
07880 558 556
07890 546417

Servicing, Repairs and
MOTs
Campervans
Horseboxes
Trade vans
Cars

Call Martin on
01273 479777
www.rdhcommercials.co.uk

2 School Cottage
East Chiltington
Lewes BN7 3AY

Deadly Serious
Pest Control

James Otway
07702 208475
deadlyseriouspestcontrol@gmail.com
Odintune Cottage
East Chiltington, Lewes
East Sussex, BN7 3AN

Maria Caufield MP
I am a passionate campaigner for protecting our green spaces, and in my time
as your Member of Parliament I have worked alongside many of our local
communities to oppose developments on greenfield sites.
We have heard repeatedly over the past couple of weeks from some of the District Councillors
that the government is imposing 785 new homes in Lewes. Having requested an urgent
meeting with the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) on the
matter, I have since discovered that these assertions are simply not true. Any plans to increase
housing numbers were dropped in December last year, but we do face the possibility of more
houses being built in Lewes should the council not renew the current Local Plan.
Lewes District’s current Local Plan is now five years old and will require updating by May of this
year. MHCLG wrote to the council back in January and then to the leader in early February,
offering support in renewing the plan from the Government Chief Planner. Should the Local
Plan not be updated by the council, then the housing target will revert to this figure of 785. If
we are to avoid this, the council needs to take action, but so far no response to the
government’s letter has been received. It is disappointing to say the least that there has been
no communication from the council at such a critical time.
I have been meeting regularly with the team at Lewes District Council to resolve this matter
and have made it clear that MHCLG will look at an application urgently to ensure that it is
approved in time. The council must act now to update the Local Plan, thereby protecting our
green spaces and preventing the overdevelopment of our towns and villages here in Lewes. I
would encourage all residents in the district to get in contact with their local councillors and
make it clear that action is required as a matter of urgency. I will continue to do all I can,
working alongside the council, to get this issue resolved as soon as possible.
This issue will impact on the Wealden side of the constituency too, where there is also no local
plan in place and we are seeing speculative developers taking advantage of this in places such
as Polegate with the Hindsland development. We need housing but we need our green spaces
too and I will do all I can to protect them.

Plumpton Horticultural Society
Sadly we will not be holding our Spring Show in April but
look forward to having the Summer Show on August 7th
and Autumn Show September 18th.
Members that joined last year do not need to pay again so
keep schedules please.
When the Tates cards arrive they will be available from Gill
Stewart-Brown.
Anyone wishing to join should contact Gill on
01273890051.
Look forward to seeing you all at the next show.
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Plumpton Parish Council

www.plumptonpc.co.uk

April Update for Residents from Plumpton Parish Council on
Additional housing targets for Lewes District Council (LDC)
Just before the magazine went to press last month, we received an email from Maria Caulfield
saying that housing numbers would not be increased. This was totally at odds with the message
we were getting from Lewes District Council (LDC). As you might have seen elsewhere in this
edition, Maria Caulfield now confirms the facts, that a new housing target does indeed apply
after May 2021. This confirms the LDC position which was based on regular dialogue with the
Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government and the Planning Advisory Service.
However, in a further email to the Parish Council on 15th March, Maria Caulfield pointed us to a
government document dated 16th December 2020, which states the new target for Lewes as
385 but caveats that in her article for this edition when she states, “Should the Local Plan not
be updated by the council, then the housing target will revert to this figure of 785”.
There is clearly a lack of clarity on government policy as the Ministry of Housing Communities
and Local Government seemed unaware of this in the discussions with LDC, but what is obvious
is that this lack of clarity is leading to applications for speculative development across the
district.
Lewes Local Plan was adopted in 2016 and was supposed to last until 2030. In 2018, the
(Theresa May) Government introduced the ‘standard method’ for calculating local housing need,
which is the calculation that results in such a high target for Lewes. It also included the rule
about Local Plans being considered out-of-date if not renewed every five years, and that local
need must now only be calculated by the ‘standard method’. Making things worse still, another
change meant neighbourhood plans were now effectively only valid for two years.
If a local plan cannot be considered up to date, it is not possible to just ‘renew’ it. There is a
statutory process for the preparation of local plans that needs to be followed. This includes
gathering evidence, consulting with the community, and submitting the plan to the Secretary of
State to arrange an independent examination by a Planning Inspector. Failure to follow the
correct procedure would mean that local plan would fail examination.
So, we are still a little bit confused about what is really happening but will not give up the fight
for a sensible, plan-led resolution.

The Plough
We are re opening on the 12th April, (government permitting)
We hope to open 7 days a week from:
noon - 10pm Monday to Thursday
Noon - 11pm Friday & Saturday
noon - 9pm Sunday
These hours may be subject to change & also weather dependent!

10

HOME CHARLES CARS

Problems with computer
or digital devices

Plumpton Based

Call James
07894 454037

Private Hire Taxi Company

or email: spiller.james@gmail.com

• AIRPORT TRANSFER SERVICE

Also qualified PAT tester, lives in Plumpton

• PRESTIGE VEHICLES
• COMPETITIVE TAXI PRICES

,

• CORPORATE ACCOUNTS
• CREDIT CARDS WELCOME
• SALOONS AND ESTATES

● Small local classes (max 4)
● From £10 pp per hour

• PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE DRIVERS

● Beginners, 1-2-1, conversation
● Facetime 1 - 2 - 1(no contact)

077 344 89222
homecharles@btinternet.com

email: seegreen@waitrose.com

Zumba with Lucy
Now on Zoom, £3.50
Wednesday 7pm
Thursday 6.15pm
Saturday 9.30am

Craniosacral therapy and
Rolfing® Structural integration in
Plumpton Green.
For more information see
www.cranioandrolfing.co.uk
or call Sarah on 07817 694624
sarah@cranioandrolfing.co.uk

A fun, energetic dance class
suitable for everybody.
Contact: zumba_lucy@outlook.com
LEARN HOW TO SHOOT A
BOW
Plumpton Bowmen hold
Beginners’ Courses twice a
year in April and October on the
Playing Field.

Alexander Technique
can help to naturally overcome:
•
•
•
•
•

Back, neck and joint pain
Muscle tension and stiffness
Poor posture
Breathing and vocal problems
Anxiety and stress-related conditions

We hold Have-A-Go sessions
the 3rd Sunday of the month
from April to August from 11 –
12.30pm.
For further information see:
www.plumpton-bowmen.org.uk

One to one lessons tailored to your needs
For more information contact:
Caroline Canner MSTAT
01273 891174 07754147380
caroline.canner@gmail.com
Alexandertechnique.co.uk

11

DR’s Diary

Seeing scenes of people working from home
in lockdown, having their zoom meetings
interrupted by barking dogs or little Johnny
needing his potty.
Maybe they will think its a mere blip to
eternity?
It seemed very real at the time.

I'm old enough to remember British boxing
legend Henry Cooper , or our 'enery , as he
was known. (There were no H's in 'Enery's
alphabet!)
In 2000 the Department of Health chose
'enery to front their campaign for senior
citizens to get their flu jab. The slogan
was , 'Don't get knocked out, get your jab
in first!'. Very appropriate for someone
whose jab made him a rich man.
Well, I recently got my jab in . From the
moment I walked across the car park , I
was greeted by someone smiley in a high
viz jacket keen to move me onto their
colleague and ever close to the nurse with
the needle. The whole experience was one
of well planned efficiency.
Other people I've spoken to or postings I've
read all have similar tales to tell.
It reminded me of my journey to work in
London while we hosted the 2012 Olympics,
of the small armies of stewards and
volunteers engaged in making sure the
event was the huge success it turned out to
be. All carrying out their roles with
enthusiasm, efficiency and a smiley face.
There are people that will not be able to
have the vaccine for health reasons, there
are some that still need convincing . Not
sure what's left to say to them that hasn't
already been said.
As the percentage of the vaccined
population increases, hopefully, lockdown
can be relaxed and we can start the long
road to a sense of normality. Barring
catastrophies.
Showing my age again , I used to watch a
TV series called 'The Rock and Roll Years'.
Each programme featured newsreel of that
particular moment in time , played with no
narrative , just the backing of rock music of
the day. Sometimes the news was
humorous or lighthearted, other times it
was deadly serious. Strangely, watching
these news bulletins backed by pop music
20 or 30 years later had diminished
something of the terror they had at the
time. To me, they had become temporary
blips on the road to eternity .
I wonder if today's toddlers will be
watching playbacks of today's news
bulletins when they are middle aged.

PLUMPTON & EAST CHILTINGTON
GOOD NEIGHBOURS
APRIL
The Good Neighbours have worked
throughout the villages during the
lockdowns and continue to operate
tirelessly to improve people’s lives.
We have been transporting people to
hospital,
doctors, opticians, dentists &
vaccination appointments, collecting &
delivering prescriptions, shopping,
posting letters/parcels, taking pets to
the vets with their owner, changing
bedding, making regular telephone
calls offering reassurance and
friendship whilst face-to-face visiting is
restricted.
We have a number of dedicated
volunteers willing to assist in any small
way. If we can help anyone, please
call one of our Coordinators on
07478524152 or 07786152215

****
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Bird Watch
In the birding world, the many
species of Gull give very different
reactions. Note they are Gulls not
“Seagulls”, the latter being applicable only if
one is also along-suffering Albion supporter.
Birders either love them or hate them and I
think they fall into three groups.
There are some birders who are
passionately keen on gulls and spend hours
trawling through the winter flocks of them
with their telescopes, identifying not only the
species, but age groups, various geographical
races from which they might originate and are
quick to spot a rarity. They have such skill that
recently, through their knowledge and
records, some gulls have been recognised as
new species when formerly they were only a
race of a species. Numerous gulls have been
colour-ringed in their breeding areas in the
Baltic regions and from these sightings their
place of origin quickly established.
The next group are the mainstream
birders who regard gulls with no more or less
interest than other birds, identifying and
recording them similarly. These birders would
quickly identify an unusual gull in the same
way they would differentiate other rarities
from regular species.
The third group have little time for
gulls, regarding them as mostly white, messy
and noisy and a necessary evil. Apart from
identifying each species accurately once a year
for their annual check list, they say “when you
have seen one, you have seen them all.”
I would consider that I fall somewhere
between the last two groups, but these
strange times bring strange behaviour. The
field on the opposite side of the lane has been
generously spread with well decayed farmyard
manure and has supplied a huge food supply,
in the form of worms and other invertebrates.
Huge cloud of mixed gulls descended on the
field resembling a snowstorm. There must
have been well over a thousand and I found
myself at the bedroom window with my
telescope, examining the flock! The vast
majority of these birds are winter visitors and
I found four species present.
Herring Gulls were the largest. These
are the ones that nest on the rooves of many
towns nowadays. They are the ones with a
piercing stare, pink legs and a large yellow bill
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with a red spot on the lower mandible. They
are also the ones that terrorise seaside
holidaymakers by stealing their food. I found
only one Lesser Black-backed Gull, standing
out obviously among the other birds. Southern
Britain is the most northerly part of their
wintering range.
There were many Black-headed Gulls,
some already in breeding plumage with their
black heads (which actually are brown!).
Others had varying degrees of head markings
from partially covered hoods to a small
smudge beside the “ear”. Immature birds
showed a dark line across the tail. Most
species of gull do not attain adult plumage
until at least five years old so many showed
intermediate characteristics of varying shades
of brown.
The most interesting were Common
Gulls. They are not so common as their name
suggests, being quite scarce as a breeding
species in Britain but regular inland during the
winter from abroad. They are now re-named
as “Mew Gulls”. In appearance they are neat,
with a greenish bill and legs. I can remember
years ago while in Scotland, while helping with
the Breeding Bird Atlas, coming across a large
nesting colony in a marshy field.
After three days the food supply had
been exhausted and they departed which was
a good thing as I was getting worried that I
might become interested in gulls. A wise old
birder once said that for such an affliction, pills
are available! R.J.L.

Advertise Here !!
Contact
pecntreasurer@btinternet.com
Or
Phone
01273 891427

MARK WATTS DRAINAGE
Sep c Tank Problems…?
Blocked soakaway?
Drains backing up?
Obnoxious smells?
Sep c Tank Conversions
Treatment Plant Installa ons
Servicing of Treatment PlantsMARK WATTS DRAINAGE
01273 812 331 – 07990 553 747
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Skylark Federation – School News!
It has been really wonderful to welcome back all the children to the school this week. It has felt
like an incredibly long time since the beginning of January! During the lockdown period, all
three schools welcomed between twenty five and forty five children each day as well as
supporting children with their remote learning. I am incredibly proud of all the school staff
teams for the determination, resilience and positivity everyone has shown during this period. I
would also like to say a huge thank you to all our parents and carers who have supported the
children’s learning with home schooling for the past nine weeks! I am sure at times there were
moments of exasperation!
Now the children are all back, we have been able to share with them kind and thoughtful
messages sent by older members of our local communities in response to letters the children
sent them asking about their own lockdown experiences. The children have really enjoyed
reading the letters and they are going to be displayed in the schools for everyone to read before
becoming part of our ‘lockdown memories’ albums I have been collating over the past weeks.
Hopefully once the lockdown restrictions have been loosened further, parents will be able to
view the albums that have a collection of photos, artwork and poetry the children have sent to
me with their lockdown memories. I am sure one day the albums will become primary sources
of information future generations can use when they are studying the pandemic of 20 -21 in
History.
We have some really exciting plans for the children’s learning over the coming weeks. We are
having a particular focus on collaborative and physical learning opportunities. As I write today I
have dropped into one class of seven and eight year olds who are designing the best way to
transport a sack of tomatoes up a mountain in Nepal! We also have plans for lots of sporting
activities and competitive games within key stage ‘bubbles’, gardening opportunities with our
keen gardening teachers and forest school opportunities with our outside providers. They have
designed a series of initial sessions focusing on learning the language of birds, fire and cooking,
shelters and habitats, Earth stewardship, stories and scavenger hunts.
As we continue to develop our school news articles I would like to share with you some
lockdown news written by the children. This week I attach lockdown reflections from our House
Captains at Plumpton School.

Very Best Wishes
Mr. Stewart James
Executive Head Teacher
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Oliver
During the Winter Lockdown, I enjoyed going for walks in the countryside almost every day and
walking my two dogs. Even though I enjoyed my walks and liked home-schooling, I still missed
the teachers and my friends. When at home, I would get up at around 7:30. I struggled to stay
in my routine, but managed it.
Each day, I would do some of my work before 11:45, because that was the time of our live
‘class meet’. That is where we met up on a screen and all my friends and a teacher would take it
in turns to discuss how we found the day’s learning. Then my teacher would read us all our
chosen story for the term.
Now that I’m back, I am looking forward to cooking (that is one of our focus projects this term).
We have recently started it and first we made scones and now we are making a different dish. I
am also looking forward to doing sports day which is where all our houses compete the win the
trophy.
Hal
Working from home was a challenge! We had overcome nothing like it before! During
Lockdown, I struggled to stay on track of every lesson (although it was nice to be able to have a
lesson at my pace). Despite being a little freer, I wasn't able to see my friends and teachers in
person. Even though I couldn't see them, I still stayed in touch.
Every day at 11:45 we would go on a ‘google meet’ where we could all talk about our days,
whether they were really boring or extremely exciting.
This week, I have loved being back at school as I have been able to see my friends in person
and it's a lot easier to learn then being stuck at home with no teachers to help you. Also it’s nice
to just be in an environment where you can talk to people about the question or lesson.
I am now looking forward to doing Sports Day where our houses take part in lots of races and
competitions. Also I can't wait for all the other fun events like STEM day and all our school trips
once lockdown lifts.
Daisy
This most recent Lockdown wasn’t too fun! We spent a lot of it working remotely and sitting at
computers trying not to be distracted. It’s hard to concentrate at home when: you have a
brother asking to play with you; a dog who’s begging you to throw his ball; a cat who’s licking
dirty bowls; and a fish who’s not actually doing anything than being a fish.
But enough of that – going back to school has been my kind of heaven. I’ve been able to see
my friends again, have proper lessons and be in a proper classroom again!
Amber
I attended school during the Lockdown and had fun (even though there weren’t a lot of people
there). In our ‘remote learning class’ we did the usual lessons such as Maths, English and
‘Topic’.
Coming back to face-to-face school has been really exciting as a lot of us were unable to see all
our friends in January and February. Also, for me, coming back to school properly felt quite
strange because for 8 weeks I’d mostly been learning on a computer screen!
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Church Services for April
Thursday 1st April
All Saints

Maundy Thursday
7pm

Friday 2nd April
All Saints

Good Friday
2pm

Sunday 4th April
All Saints

Easter day
10.30am

Sunday 11th April
All Saints

First after Easter
10.30 am

Sunday 18th April
All Saints

Second after Easter
10.30am

Family Communion

Sunday 25th April
All Saints

Third after Easter
10.30am

Family Communion

Sunday 2nd May
All Saints

Fourth after Easter
10.30am

Family Communion

Maundy Thursday service

Good Friday service

Family Communion
Low Sunday
Family Communion

Church News
As I write we are in the middle of Lent, with its culmination on Easter day at the very beginning
of April. Beginning on Ash Wednesday, Lent is a season of reflection and preparation for
Christian’s before the celebrations and Joy’s of Easter. By observing the 40 days of lent
Christian’s replicate Jesus Christ's sacrifice and withdrawal into the desert for 40 days. Rather
than following old fashioned rules of fasting or abstinence, many Christian’s prefer to be more
proactive during this time by reaching out to those around us. In the last twelve months of this
pandemic we have seen many examples of people in our villages and indeed around the world
reaching out to help others which is admirable. Too often though as churchgoers we can
become too bogged down in the maintenance of our ancient buildings instead of what those
places of worship represent in a community. I hope to share a new vision for some of our
church buildings in future editions as we prepare to invite a new spiritual leader to come and
work with us in this Parish.
Spring is definitely on it’s way and with the relaxation of some of the covid related rules, we
are seeing an increase in applications for weddings and Christenings. Please contact the
wardens for up to date information about what is allowed. Those of you who have been
following services on zoom in recent weeks, please come and see us in church when you have
had your vaccinations and are feeling a little safer, you will be made really welcome.
HW
Churchwardens
East Chiltington - Amanda Inglis 077941 241148
Plumpton Green - David Dawson 01273 890134
Howard Wood 07794484373
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VILLAGE EVENTS CALENDAR
VH = Village Hall
StM = St Michael’s
ECC = East Chiltington Church

HQ = Scout HQ
ANX = Church Annex
Sch = Plumpton School

TC = Tennis Club
PAV = Pavilion
ALC= All Saints Church

2021
Please see the Parish Council report on page 2 regarding the opening of
the village hall.
18th April - St. P & St. J Hospice gardens walk
26th June - Village Strawberry Fair
30th June - Rude Mechanicals
10th July - St. P & St. J Jumble Sale 2pm
18th July - St. P & St. J - Mill House Open Garden
7th August - Horticultural Society Summer show
18th September - Horticultural Society Autumn show
2nd October - Plumpton Apple Pressing
23rd October - Tennis Club Jumble Sale
20th November - Tennis Club Quiz
26th November - Horticultural Society AGM
27th November - St. P & St. J Festive Fair

VH
VH
VH
VH
VH
VH
VH
VH
VH

BOOKINGS
Village Hall & Pavilion:
Church Annex

Jane Donovan 07747 050903 or 01273 891036
Howard Wood 07794484373

COPY DEADLINES
17th April for May
16th May for June
Copy to The Poplars, Station Road
or email: pecncopy@gmail.com or Telephone: 01273 891 427
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Visit to Plumpton
from the

Bishop of Lewes
We were delighted to welcome Bishop Will,
Bishop of Lewes as celebrant at our Mothering
Sunday family communion service at All Saints
church Plumpton Green on Sunday 14th March.
The church was as full as social distancing and
government protocols would allow with others
following the service on line. The Bishop
blessed beautiful posies of flowers expertly
prepared by parishioners Jean Eagle and
Cherie Winchester and Josephine Butler led the
prayers. Organist Judith Miller provided the
music including accompanying soloist and
churchwarden David Dawson.
The Archdeacon of Brighton and Lewes Martin Lloyd William’s preached an uplifting sermon
which had the congregation in stitches at points whilst reminding us about what we all owe to
our mothers. It was good to meet the new Bishop his wife and children and they asked if they
could come again. We welcome new faces to any of our services with a warm welcome
assured.
HW
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Plumpton Support Group on behalf of

Do not miss your chance to win one of these
fabulous prizes in the Spring Raffle
All proceeds in aid of
St Peter & St James Hospice
Tickets are £5.00 for a book of 5 or £1 each
Prizes include:
First Prize – Hotel Chocolat – The Classic Cabinet
Quiz night supper for 2 (Sausages, beans, potatoes, apple crumble and custard
(donated by Sue and Robin Akers)
£20 Tiny Thai Voucher (donated by Nooch and Panida)
2 Dartington wine tumblers (with bottle of wine donated by Mandy and David
Dembrey)
Highland Park 12yr old Whisky
1ltr Gordon’s Gin (donated by Richard and Val Taylor)
6 Champagne flutes (donated by Rosalie Sinclair) with bottle of Champagne
(donated by Lynda Westgate)
Voucher (donated by Woods Butchers, Burgess Hill)
Cream Tea voucher for 4 (donated by Jenny Honess)
Reg Veg box x 2 (donated by Reg Lanaway)
6 wine glasses (donated by Rosalie Sinclair) with bottle of wine
(donated by Mandy and David Dembrey)
May Day cake (donated by Marion Richards)
Soap Gift set (donated by The Soap People)
Bottle of Cava (donated by Mandy and David Dembrey)

Extra tickets from 30 West Gate (01273 891701)
Please take counterfoils and money to
Plumpton Green Post Office, “Fyndings”, Station Road or
5 School Cottages, East Chiltington
Draw will take place on Saturday 1 May
2.00 at the Bandstand
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Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 2022
70 Years of the Queen’s Reign in Plumpton
“People, Places and Events”
Inspired by the popular ‘Journey Through Plumpton’ using Ken Beard’s postcard collection that
was published for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations, the Plumpton Camera Club is
preparing to put together a book of photographs showing how life has evolved in Plumpton
during the 70 years from 1952 and how the village marked the important events during the
Queen’s reign.
We would like to hear from people in Plumpton and East Chiltington. Do you have
photographs covering the following events that could be included in our book? For example:
1952
1953
1977
1995
2002
2012

Elizabeth became Queen
Elizabeth II’s Coronation
Silver Jubilee
VE day and VJ celebrations
Golden Jubilee
Diamond Jubilee

But what was life like in Plumpton parish in the long winter of 1962/63, the hurricane of 1987,
the floods of 2000 – we want to cover those too in pictures.
There were other events that bring back memories too – can you remember what happened in
Plumpton when England won the World Cup (1966), the first man walked on the Moon (1969),
the World Wide Web started (1989), Plumpton on track event (2010), 750th Battle of Lewes
celebrations (2014), Lockdown (2020/21) – and so much more. ‘Do You Remember

When…….’?
And our buildings have changed over the 70 years as well – just think about the Village Hall,
the Pavilion, the School and the shops and pubs for starters – do you have pictures ‘before
and after’ that can be shared?
The Camera Club, via its website, will be allowing members and others in the community to
upload their historic photos for consideration for use in the book. You can post your pictures
on https://plumptoncamera.club/historic-plumpton.
The software will ask you for some details about the photograph.
However, if you would prefer, they can be delivered to Tim Honess at 'Little Dwelling'
(opposite Smithies Close, first house on the right after Barnfield going north), or to Barry Luck
at ‘The Poplars’ (on the corner of Station Road and Wells Close) – please put your name and
contact details on them so we can return them to you once we have scanned them. Details
about the picture such as date and who is in it would be helpful.
All photographs chosen will be acknowledged in the book (unless you tell us otherwise).
Plumpton Camera Club
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Climate Change
Is there a danger that we could we get left behind?
Many people will be concerned by the cost of heating their homes. Many in Plumpton and East
Chiltington are dependent on oil. If you are new to the community you may not be aware of
the local Oil Buying Group https://www.plumptonpc.co.uk/oil-buying-group/. The benefits:
Reducing costs – oil distributors offer a reduction in quoted prices for larger volumes as
it reduces delivery costs. All members benefit from the reduced price regardless of
the quantity they personally order.
Fewer tankers on our roads – by co-ordinating the deliveries we have fewer tankers
coming into our village, so less carbon and less wear and tear on the roads.
Communal benefit – an opportunity for us to work together for the benefit of the whole
village, providing a voluntary free service which is accessible to all.
But that doesn’t stop us burning oil. Some people are turning to heat pumps – are they the
future of heating? Most heat pumps are air source and this is a piece of electrical kit that works
like an air conditioning unit in reverse. Instead of sucking heat from a home and dumping it
outside, a heat pump drags residual heat from the air, concentrates it to warm the house.
Although most are pleased with the pumps, there may be drawbacks, depending on what type
of home you live in and some people have found that the air-source heat pump can struggle to
keep you warm on a very cold night.
They're also expensive, too, and not everyone will want to spend large sums of money up front
or endure the disruption. In the short term, the Government has set aside £1bn under its
Green Homes Grant scheme https://www.grantscheme.uk/ which enables homeowners to apply
for grants towards the cost of installing energy efficient improvements. These improvements
include insulation (such as solid wall or cavity wall insulation) and low carbon heating (such as
air source or ground source heat pump, or solar thermal). The grant can also be used for
additional secondary measures including improvements to windows and doors as well as
heating controls. The vouchers cover two-thirds of the cost of improvements up to a maximum
contribution of £5,000 (low-income households are eligible for full funding up to £10,000). The
works must be completed by an installer who is registered under the scheme and the
improvements must be completed by March 2022.
But is there something that can be done for the Parish as a whole?
Community Energy South is currently running a Community Energy Pathway programme with
the South Downs National Park Authority. Pathways provides mentoring support for
communities who are considering Community Energy initiatives. CommuniHeat is a partnership
between the people of Barcombe, local community energy group Ovesco, engineering
practice Buro Happold and electricity network operator UK Power Networks. The intention is
that Communiheat will survey the energy needs of the community and help it to transition to
low-carbon heating. It is anticipated that it will develop a roadmap enabling rural communities
to switch to low-carbon heating in a way that ensures comfort, affordability and a smooth
transition. www.communiheat.org has more information, if you are keen to know more.
We are thrilled to report that we are in discussion with Ovesco to see whether it makes sense,
given our proximity to Barcombe, for Plumpton Parish to be the next community in line to
transition away from fossil fuels.
If you are interested in stopping the Parish being left behind and moving it off fossil-fuels
heating, or would like to be part of the working group please contact us.
Carole and Paul Nicholson
carole.nicholson3@virgin.net
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NEED AN ELECTRICIAN ?

KJB ELECTRICAL LTD
Your local electrician, based in Plumpton
Green.
Part ‘P’ compliant & Fully Insured
For a free no obligation quote,

Call or Email Ken
T. 07766455378
E. kjbelectricalltd@gmail.com

John Church electrician
Professional, Courteous

Local Electrician
For all your electrical needs
Fully Qualified - Part P Registered
All Work Guaranteed - Fully Insured

Call John
01273 900251
info@johnchurchelectrician.co.uk

21

Plumpton & East Chiltington
Cricket Club
You can play tennis in March!
After a disjointed season in 2020 the
cricket season will start as scheduled in
2021,with a few adjustments because of
Covid 19 restrictions.

Bored with lockdown? Want to do
something different? Want to get moving
and have some fun? Maybe try
something new?

In line with current guidelines midweek
outdoor nets will start on Wednesday
evenings in April, with friendly matches
beginning on Saturday 17th April, followed
by league matches every Saturday from
May to the beginning of September. Mid
week 20/20 matches will also take place
from May to July.

If so, we have some good news, because
Plumpton Tennis Club is about to reopen! At the time of writing, and in line
with Government and LTA guidelines, we
expect to re-open on Monday the 29th
March.
From this date, members will be able to
play recreational tennis (both singles and
doubles), attend organised group
sessions, such as our Wednesday night
and Sunday afternoon club sessions. And
for those who are new to the game, or
perhaps a little rusty, members can book
1-2-1 coaching sessions with our two
LTA accredited coaches.

We run two Saturday teams so if there are
any players, new to the village or have
been here a few years, who would like to
dust off their cricket whites,and join the
village club we would be delighted to hear
from you.
Please contact Kelvin Speirs ( Chairman)
01273
890785, kelvinspeirs60@gmail.com or
George Martin (1st team )
george86martin@googlemail.com
for more details.

We pride ourselves on being a small and
friendly club. No matter what your
standard or previous experience, we’re
here to get you playing, get you involved
and if you want to, help you improve
your game.

Junior cricket coaching for ages 6 -13 will
start on Monday 12th April from 6pm and
will go through until the schools break for
the Summer holiday.
Please contact Andrew Meredith- Jones
07891116695,
email amj123.amj@icloud.com

For the latest information on the
reopening of the club please see our
website at www.plumptontc.org.uk
To find out more about the club and
membership please call Lesley Satchell
on 07590 354420 or email
info@plumptontc.org.uk
We hope to see you soon.
Plumpton Tennis Club
Play . Enjoy . Improve
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Top Trader

woodstock construction
For all your building needs
*
*
*
*
*

Steve Dartnell

Extensions
Roofing
Kitchens
Bathrooms
Tiling and Decorating

25 years experience
Fully Insured
We pride ourselves
on
quality workmanship

Call David for advice and estimate
Phone:- Mobile: 07961 123054
Home: 01273 891572
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down, these nest are much easier to spot.
These aerial nests are often used for breeding
but the adults may have several nests to
choose from.

Plumpton & East
Chiltington Wildlife
Harvest mouse
The February magazine included an article by
James Otway on rodents in general, but I
thought it might be worth looking in a bit
more detail at the harvest mouse (Micromys
minutus). With a short nose and small
inconspicuous hairy ears, it is perhaps a bit
more like a vole than a mouse, but it also
has a very long prehensile tail that it can use
almost as an extra limb. At an average
weight of about 6g (and with the newborn
young weighing 0.6-0.8g), it is one of our
smallest mammal species. The slightly
reddish sandy-coloured fur has perhaps led
to its old or local names of ‘red mouse’ or
‘red ranny’.
With its climbing ability, helped by its
prehensile tail and the way it is better able to
spread its toes than our other mice and
voles, it spends much time above ground and
so favours areas of tall rough grassland, reed
beds, grassy hedgerows and ditches,
bramble patches, cereal and sometimes
other crops. They are capable of
translocating in the autumn to areas that will
be less prone to flooding (or cutting) than
some of their optimal summer habitat. They
feed on a range of buds, flowers, fruits and
seeds, and also take a fair range of insect
food.
Mating occurs from April, with births from
May through to late autumn, but those late
births are likely to suffer high mortality from
increasingly poor weather. Litter size is 1-8
(with 12 recorded), with the young
independent at two to three weeks.
The most obvious feature is their summer
(breeding) nest, which is a ball of grass
woven between several stems of grass or
reed. The breeding nests are c.10cm
diameter, with no obvious entrance hole;
smaller nests with a more obvious entrance
hole are usually constructed by individual
males and juveniles. When first constructed
of fresh material the nest is green and
difficult to pick out from the surrounding
vegetation; in the autumn when the nest is
brown and surrounding vegetation has died

In the winter they spend most of the time at
ground level and many years ago I was
staying with the warden of Studland Heath
National Nature Reserve. On being asked
what I wanted to do for the week, I rather
naively said ‘Oh, just give me a week in the
life of a nature reserve warden’. So we spent
much of the week mending fences, clearing
ditches, collecting rubbish, cutting
encroaching vegetation, but we did also
manage to get a bit of natural history in as
well; one wish I had was to find some harvest
mouse nests and so we spent a few hours
searching the tops of marshland tussocks of
purple moor grass (Molinia) and found quite a
lot of the winter nests of harvest mouse
amongst the base of the grass stems.
The harvest mouse may be quite widespread
here, but there is some evidence of a general
decline from changing land management
practices – in fact, a decline of up to 70% has
been reported for one national assessment. It
is a difficult animal to survey for and, as far as
I can tell, the only Plumpton and East
Chiltington records are of the remains of three
that I found amongst 82 mammal remains in a
sample of barn owl pellets from near East
Chiltington Church in 2006. The Sussex
Mammal Group is currently running a harvest
mouse survey and we could survey some
parts of our territory as part of that project,
and maybe with a bit of start-up help from
one of the survey organisers. The usual
survey technique is nest-searching in the
autumn, but there may also be the
opportunity for a bit of live-trapping with a
better chance to see the animals themselves.
Tony Hutson
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56 High Street, Lewes
01273 069006 or 07912 935889
Email: office@charleswycherley.co.uk
Living locally in the East Chiltington/Plumpton
area.
Competitive rates for locals
Estate Agent and Chartered Surveyor

ELECTRICIAN
DEAN FERGUSON
YOUR LOCAL CHAILEY BASED

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Registered with NAPIT to certify to part P
No job too big, no job too small (labour VAT Free)

Tel: 01825 723661
MOB: 07754000147
Email: deanfergusonelectrician@hotmail.co.uk

Plough Inn
A friendly family pub, open all day everyday
from noon. Quality meals made from locally
sourced produce, served daily in a friendly
relaxing atmosphere.
We pride ourselves on our cask marque real
ales.
Rooms available for functions & our beautiful
meadow is available for camping.
Always a warm welcome.
Call Nicole on : 01273 890311
theploughinnatplumptongreen@hotmail.co.uk
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PAY LESS TAX
Formerly with the world’s largest accountancy firm
for many years, I am now available
freelance, to deal with all tax/accountancy
matters, at a fraction of company rates.
Ring for a free meeting.

LAWRENCE FLOWERS
School House
Plumpton Green, Lewes BN7 3DP
Tel: 01273 891505

honeybees
PRESCHOOL
Community run Preschool
in the heart of Plumpton Green
Ages from 2 to 5
Flexible hours available between
8am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Now offering 30 hours funded childcare
OFSTED rated ‘GOOD’
The Pavilion, King George V Playing Field,
Plumpton Green, Lewes, East Sussex BN7 3PD
Email hello@honeybeespreschool.co.uk
or phone 01273 890885
Find out more at www.honeybeespreschool.co.uk
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Footpath
Detective’s
Diary:
A Footpath Detective’s Diary
April 2021
Spring is on its way
For some its been a long slow winter under
the covid-19 cloud along with rain clouds too
so the first signs of spring are really quite
exciting. Like many I’ve trod the local paths
and lanes over and over, often in the
company of a friend. The wet mud had
restricted our wanderings and a welcome
dryer spell made exploring the area around
Danehill possible. Our starting point was the
south end of Tanyard Lane where it junctions
with the A275 at Furner’s Green. This area
has an abundance of Wealden Clay and is
therefore best tackled when it has been dry
for a little while.
We walked north on Tanyard Lane a short
way and turned east onto the first footpath
we came to. It was an easy descent to the
mill pond at Sheffield Mill Farm. We walked
across the dam of the pond and then turned
north. The mill would have had water wheels
and there were iron industry works here as
well as a corn mill.
Our path took us north and into Sheffield
Forest where there are a number of tracks
and paths, not all for the public so it can be a
bit confusing. We carefully followed the little
yellow footpath arrows and the path turned
east and at a junction of tracks it continued
in a gully that is often wet like a very shallow
stream. As we ascended the path improved
and became wider and eventually a track that
met Bell Lane by the Woolpack Farm. Once
out of the trees and at a little high point we
could enjoy the views to the south.
Across the lane we continued on the path
straight ahead that took us NE through some
fields and into another wood. Within the
wood we arrived at a junction of many paths,
again not all for public use but we
successfully selected one that was and that
led us north to meet Bell Lane again at
Jessop’s Hill. This is on the western side of
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Nutley. We choose not to take the footpath
across the lane because we wanted to avoid
the wettest ground so we turned south along
the lane, passing Hole and Alchorne Farm and
continuing to Mark Street. From here there are
a few path options and we chose the one to
head NW into Ann Wood and across Annwood
Brook and then a climb to Annwood Farm. We
continued west across a couple of fields and
then turned SW on a path that became a track
and then the lane at Perryman’s Hill. This is a
quiet lane in woodland with a few dwellings.
Perryman’s Lane meets another lane called
Brookhouse Bottom and we continued SW on
that with views into a clearing by a pond where
a couple of mallard ducks looked like they were
deciding where to make their spring home.
There were tiny leaf buds just beginning to
show some green and the sun shone a little
through the branches, spring is coming we
thought. We continued to where Brookhouse
Bottom met Tanyard Lane by Tanyard Farm. I
have read in some local history papers that the
house dates from the 15th Century and that it
may have been built as a tannery before being
a farm. From this point we took a footpath NW
to a back lane that led into Danehill.
Danehill, as the name suggests, sits on a hill
providing views of the Weald. We made our
way to the lane that passes the Church of All
Saints. The village became a travelers’
stopping point for journeys from London to
Brighton as it was on what was the major
route prior to the creation of the A23. The
Church sits prominently on the hill and upon
the line of the Greenwich Meridian. We
followed the paths and tracks around a little
circuit passing Moaps Farm and North
Northlands Farm before we continued south on
Church Lane until it joined the A275 near the
driveway to the Danehurst estate. From this
point we crossed the main road to a path to
Tanyard Lane and south to our starting point
and the little hamlet of Furner’s Green with
pretty dwellings, many look to date from a few
hundred years ago.
It would be possible to include Haven Farm in
the walk where in more normal times there is a
café that would make a refreshment
opportunity.
EJH

PLUMPTON VILLAGE SOCIETY

Village Strawberry Fair on 26 June 2021
Noon til 4pm on Plumpton Village Green

The Governments stepped plan to bring us out of lockdown restrictions have been kind to us
and our planned Strawberry Fair that could not take place last Summer will be held on 26 June.
The Village Society are now well versed in holding events even if some social distancing
restrictions remain. A full programme of dancing, singing, a dog show and other showground
events is being put together. In addition, there will be lots of stalls from local clubs and
societies on the Green.
If we have not contacted your club or society yet, do ring
Lee Stevens on 07887 562721, as we would hate for any group to miss out.

The Fountain Inn
Greetings music lovers, here's the news we've all
been waiting for.

The long awaited re-opening of The Fountain will be on Monday 12th April and the pub will
be presenting alfresco live music on Saturday and Sunday afternoons - for any drummers out
there, "alfresco" means outside in the fresh air …….. it's NOT a Latin themed gig!
The Fountain Sessions Showcase Launch, featuring a feast of local talent, will be on Saturday,
17th April between 2-6pm. These sessions will then feature acts every Saturday and Sunday
afternoon to provide entertainment and ambience to your (mostly!) sunny afternoons as you
enjoy socially distanced tapas, drinks and good company.
Musicians are keen to get live music out there again and are being generous with their time in
order to get local pubs and venues up and running, so we're looking forward to seeing both
new and familiar faces to celebrate our emergence from enforced hibernation.
Please show your support as we take the first steps to help our pub and musicians by
creating our very own Plumpton "New Normal" - come along and you'll be able to tell your
Grandchildren "I was there!”
Special arrangements are being made in accordance with these times, and it’s necessary to
reserve a table, so please call The Fountain on 01273 891115 for bookings and further
information.
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ACCOUNTANCY
& TAXATION SERVICES

Kelvin Speirs
Fyndings, Station Road
Plumpton Green
Lewes BN7 3BX
Tel: 01273 890785
Email: kelvinspeirs60@gmail.com

N.L.S

Plumpton Property
Maintenance Services
A. CHRISTIE

NICK LANAWAY
SERVICES
Garden and Ground Care Machinery

Service and Repair

Decorating, Tiling, Guttering, Carpentry,
Kitchens and Worktops, Bathrooms, etc.
01273 890346 -

Golf Buggy and ATV
07503 891335
nicklanawayservices@yahoo.com

a.christie@btinternet.com
12 Southdowns, Plumpton Green. BN7 3EB

GUMTREE 4x4 Ltd
01444 241457
4 x 4 Division
Unit 18
Ditchling Common
Industrial Estate

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Traditional & Power Sweeping
Tel. 01273 858568 Mob.07889 485832
Fully insured
Friendly & Reliable

MOT testing, servicing and repairs.
Recovery, collection and delivery service available.
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MPS Electrics
For all your electrical needs
Local Electrician
Fully qualified/insured

Contact Marcus on
Tel: 01273 891544
Mob:07546505447
email: mpselectrics@gmail.com

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Patios, Walling, Tiling, Decorating,
Plumbing,
Bathroom and Kitchen Fitting

Get Those DIY Jobs Finished,
Professional, Friendly, Local Service,
Call For a Free Estimate
Contact: Keith 01273 842093
Mob: 07763 811516
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Station Partnership Appeal
The days are getting longer, the bulbs are doing their best to lift our spirits and spring is in the
air. Once again, its time for our team to plan the summer displays at the station.
While passenger footfall has dwindled over the last 12 months , the station has seen a big
increase in people using it as part of their daily exercise route. Hopefully, passengers and race
goers will soon return in increased numbers.
For many, the station is an integral part of our village, like the shop and the pubs.
We hope our floral displays contribute to your 'station experience'. This is only possible due to
the support of a small group of people that sponsor us. These are difficult times and we do not
take this support for granted . If you may be interested in becoming a sponsor , please contact
me. Each planter is £45 and this will include a dedication on your planter(s).
Also, we are happy to receive appropriate plant donations and enquiries from anyone
considering joining our team.
Please contact me for further information.
David Richards (01273 890267)
Email: david.robert.richards@gmail.com

Chailey Commons
Society
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There have been some relaxations in the Pandemic restrictions but understandably they
continue to limit the Society. We still appreciate being able to get in touch with our members by
email, post and the website and we try to put up posters where possible for everyone to see
and to join us if they can.
We held our Annual General Meeting by Zoom on Thursday 11th March. We wanted to thank
those members and patrons who joined us, we were able to hear from Andy Le Gresley of the
East Sussex County Council about the plans for the continuing work and maintenance of the
commons and restoration of the heathland.
Exmoor ponies returning to Red House Common: Volunteers needed. Our planning
continues to have a small herd of Exmoor ponies for conservation grazing of Red House
Common in May. We hope to have four ponies, loaned from the Moorland Mousie Trust on
Exmoor which will be welcome additions to the Common. This is essential for the year-round
control of gorse and other vegetation that otherwise will expand onto the open heath.
The Chailey Commons Society is putting together a small team of pony checkers, often called
’lookerers’, to help the local grazier. Pony checking is done from a safe distance and involves
locating the stock each day, whatever the weather. We will provide some essential training for
the team in April. If you would like to undertake several pony checking visits each month on a
rota, please get in touch. The eyes and ears of the local community of walkers and riders will be
invaluable to track the ponies’ progress.
JoJo Way: jojo.way88@gmail.com or phone 01825 722252.
As the restrictions are eased, we plan to recommence some walks on the commons so we will
be in touch with our members and display posters.
For possible planned activities, visit our website – www.chaileycommons.org.uk or our Facebook
page www.facebook.com/chaileycommons/
William Coleman
01444 831098
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Baby & Toddler Group
British Legion
Brownies
Chailey Commons Society
Cricket Club
Dance Classes for Children
Flower Club
Football Club
Footpath Society
Guides
Happy Circle
Haywards Heath Town
Ladies Football Club
Honeybees Preschool
Horticultural Society
Hospice Support Group
Junior Football
Oil Buying Group
Pantomime Society
Plumpton Activity Scheme

Societies
Clubs
Groups

Charlotte
Reg Lanaway
girlguiding.org.uk
William Coleman
Kelvin Speirs
Carol Grant
Gill Wells
Ian Earl
Judy Lawrenson
girlguiding.org.uk
Cherie Winchester

01273 891086
890070
01444 831923
890785
01444 243592
890561
891099
01273 472277
891592

Peter Hickman

01444 257822
890885
Ken Beard
890572
Sue Akers
891701
Darryl Bailey
07792 686673
Diane Marks
07929 336065
Duncan Taylor-Jones 01273 649259
Jacqui Wallis

plumptonactivityscheme@gmail.com

For changes or new
entries:
phone:
01273 891427
Email:
pecncopy@gmail.com

Plumpton Bowmen
Plumpton Camera Club
Plumpton & East Chiltington
Good Neighbours
Plumpton Rude Mechanical
Theatre Co. Friends
Plumpton Short Mat Bowls
Plumpton Tennis Club
Plumpton Village Society
PPTFA
Rainbows
Rugby Club
Scouts
Southdown East Pony Club
Stoolball Club
Turning Pointe Dance Classes
Wildlife Group

Andrew Holdsworth
Tim Honess
Linda Watson

890001
01273 890582
07478 524152

Lee Stevens

07887 562721

Malcolm Beard
890826
Lesley Satchell
07590 354420
Lee Stevens
07887 562721
Marie Leviston
891497
girlguiding.org.uk
Mike Allen
890076
Rodney Hill
890410
Mike Nichols
01444 452295
Jo Taylor
890450
office.turningpointe@gmail.com
David Philips
07768 886358
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Lewes District Citizens Advice

15 – 19 Chapel Street

Southover House

37 Church Street

Newhaven

Lewes

Seaford

BN9 9PN

BN7 1AB

BN25 1HG

Contact : Jackie Wilkes 01273 007556

@Lewescab1

www.lewesdistrictcab.org.uk
Jackie Wilkes, Chief Officer of Lewes District Citizens Advice:
What should you do if you think that something is a scam?
Unfortunately, we’ve seen an increase in scams since the beginning of the pandemic.
Here are some steps you can take to help protect yourself, friends and family.
Currently common scams we’re seeing are about bogus testing kits, coronavirus
vaccinations and government refunds or fines. Check messages coming from unusual
email addresses or phone numbers, and don’t click on any links. Remember,
coronavirus tests and vaccinations are provided free by the NHS.
Other scam warning signs are:
● You suspect you’re not dealing with a real company e.g., if there’s no
postal address
● You’ve been asked to transfer money quickly or to pay in an unusual way
e.g., by iTunes vouchers or through a transfer service like MoneyGram or Western
Union
● You’ve been asked to give away personal information e.g., passwords or PINs
● You haven't had written confirmation of what's been agreed
If you think something is a scam you should hang up the phone, close the website, or
shut the front door. Never feel pressured to make a decision straight away, don’t give
out personal details or money unless you’re certain that you trust that person. If you
feel threatened or unsafe you can ring 999.
For help with online scams, contact a Citizens Advice Scams Action adviser by calling 0808 250
5050. For more information about other types of scams, visit the Citizens Advice website
www.eastsussexcab.co.uk

Citizens Advice Helplines
Adviceline call 0800 144 88 48 . Monday- Friday 9am to 5pm.
Email advice www.eastsussexcab.co.uk
Chat online to an advisor on our website citizensadvice.org.uk/contact-us.
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Plumpton & East Chiltington
News

If you are involved in local societies,
community groups and events and you
would like to write a short article about
your activities we would love to hear
from you.
Email: PECNCOPY @ gmail.com

