
To: Planning Policy Team 
 Lewes District Council 
 Southover House, Southover Road, 
 Lewes. East Sussex. BN7 1AB 
  
From: Plumpton Parish Council 
 c/o Darryl Bailey, Vice Chairman, Plumpton Parish Council 
 Dell House, Station Road, 
 Plumpton Green, Lewes. BN7 3BT 
 

Date: 25
th

 June 2014 
 

Re: LDC Joint Core Strategy – Focused Amendments 
 

Dear Team Members 

 
We have reviewed the above document and, in addition to our initial response to the Core Strategy document, 
have some further concerns resulting from the proposed amendments. 
 
(1) The increase in the overall number of dwellings that need to be delivered into the District through the plan 

(4,500 to 5,600) is a concern given the limited opportunities to accommodate these. Already much of the 
transport and services infrastructure is stretched and inevitably unless such a sizeable increase in dwellings is 
matched by a substantial increase in such services, infrastructure and provision of recreational space; then it 
will compromise the broader vision (Page 28).  
 

(2) Whilst the specific dwelling allocation to Plumpton seemingly remains unchanged at 50 units, the addition of 
the word “minimum” before that figure essentially leaves the eventual number open ended (Page 49). Given 
the extent of the consultation with each settlement that led to the initial targets being defined, it would be in 
complete contradiction to the democratic process not to honour its outcome by making such a potentially 
fundamental change at the eleventh hour. At the very least, the dwelling allocation for each settlement 
should be a range with a target number and an absolute maximum. The absence of a maximum will also leave 
long standing uncertainty for communities and also discourage developers from prioritising brownfield sites. 
As stated in our previous response to the Core Strategy, 50 dwellings were overwhelmingly considered by the 
Parishioners as the maximum number to be considered for Plumpton without a serious detrimental impact 
upon its rural character. 

 

(3) It is disappointing, to say the least, that the 14 Affordable Homes currently under construction in Plumpton 
continue to be excluded from the target for the village. Having taken a proactive approach as a community 
and Parish Council to progress these, it is deeply frustrating that as a result of our actions we are likely to find 
ourselves with 64+ additional dwellings in a short space of time. At the very least, the Core Strategy should 
look to provide timing constraints on the construction of the 50 dwellings to ensure the village is allowed to 
grow in an evolutionary and sustainable manner. If the Parish Council had not encouraged the provision of 
those 14 dwellings the funding allocation would quickly have lapsed and lost, probably for years.  It appears 
that the community is to be penalised in a way for its caring and proactive approach in its endeavours to help 
solve a severe housing problem. 

 

(4) It is both unclear and seemingly contradictory in the document in relation to the target mix of affordable 
housing in new developments of over 10 dwellings. Our strong preference is to retain the original ambition of 
40%, to ensure that housing remains accessible to local residents and provides a balanced social mix. 

 

(5) The planned locations for 11 of the traveller sites remains open ended and sites unidentified. Whilst a process 
to complete this work has now been identified it is concerning that if provision for this is not made soon, then 
demand could quickly outstrip supply leading to more impromptu sites being established. 

 
We trust the foregoing points will receive your serious consideration and will welcome the opportunity for further 
consultation to ensure the correct decisions for the long-term sustainability of the District and in particular 
Plumpton are made. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Darryl Bailey 
On Behalf of Plumpton Parish Council  


