PLUMPTON PARISH COUNCIL
CORE STRATEGY AND SHLAA UPDATE - JUNE 2012
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CONTEXT

Many of you will be aware that Lewes District Council (LDC) is in the process of creating a Core

Strategy which will cover planning matters for the next 10-15 years. A number of phases of
consultation have already taken place, including a public meeting at the Village Hall last
October and a survey of Parishioners which the Parish Council consolidated and fed back to
LDC. The Core Strategy is now being updated, together with a number of supporting
documents and we expect a further round of consultation towards the end of the summer/
early autumn.

http://www.lewes.gov.uk/Files/plan Emerging Core Strategy Final.pdf

Linked to the Core Strategy document are a number of supplementary documents including the
Strategic Housing and Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) which identifies potential
development sites across the District. This is updated annually and includes a number of
potential development sites in Plumpton. It is important to emphasis, that at this stage these
sites do not have planning permission and in most cases the land sits outside the existing
planning boundaries. A copy of the SHLAA can been seen via the link below.
http://www.lewes.gov.uk/planning/shlaa.asp

GLENBEIGH PROPOSAL IN RELATION TO SITE 08PL

Some Parishioners have brought to the Parish Council’s attention a document prepared by

Glenbeigh Developments Ltd on behalf of one of the Plumpton landowners.
http://www.glenbeighltd.com/#residential/plumpton.php?& suid=1339322340697016640024414385046

We have sought advice from Ed Sheath, Head of Policy and Planning at Lewes District Council
whom has provided a statement, an extract from which is provided below.

“[.....] At this stage, we are not aware if the proponents are looking to pursue with an
application for their proposal. If they are then at this point in time we can demonstrate that
we have a suitable supply of housing land available for development, which obviously does
not include this site. [...]"

In summary, the existence of the Glenbeigh document bears no relevance as to whether the
site will be included in the Core Strategy or subject to future development. It is purely
speculative and is likely to be one of a number of such documents in circulation for potential
development sites across the District.
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In addition to the Glenbeigh document, we have also sought clarity on LDC’s position in relation
to the Section 52 agreement in place to the land designated as O8PL in the SHLAA. An extract
from the response we have received is provided below:

From: Ed Sheath. Head of Policy and Planning at LDC
Date: 28" May

"What weight should be applied to section 52 agreements?

The purpose of an agreement made under section 52 of the Town and Country Planning Act is to
restrict or regulate the development and use of land. A section 52 agreement will have been made
in the context of the material planning considerations prevailing at the time, and in the exercise of
the authority's development control function.

[.....] Your question is set in the context of assessing sites for potential future housing for the
purpose of preparing development plan documents. In my opinion, extant section 52 agreements
do not fetter the Council's discretion in the exercise of its statutory function relating to assessing
sites for potential future housing. The fact that land is subject to a section 52 agreement does not in
itself mean that the authority must exclude the land from sites for potential future housing.

The same approach is relevant when the authority is exercising development control functions. The
authority must have regard to the material considerations prevailing at the time of the planning
application. A section 52 agreement will not bind the authority's discretion in the exercise of their
powers to determine a planning application, even though the effect of doing so might frustrate the
purpose of the agreement.

If you have any further questions in relation to this update please contact either Ed Sheath at Lewes
District Council, Jean Stewart, the Parish Clerk or any of your Parish Councillors.
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