
 

Site Assessment Guidance Note - June 2015 

There is no set framework for carrying out a neighbourhood plan site assessment. However, the information included in this Guidance Note sets out the 

Lewes District Council’s expectations for carrying out assessments (with particular emphasis on housing allocations).  

The evidence supporting a neighbourhood plan should be proportionate to the content and detail of the plan itself. However, a fair and robust approach is 

important in demonstrating the achievement of sustainable development, providing an audit trail for decision-making and withstanding scrutiny at 

examination. This is especially the case when identifying suitable sites for development. 

 

Identifying sites 

The Lewes District Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) is a key evidence document for your neighbourhood plan and gives a broad 

assessment of potential residential sites. The site identification process for a neighbourhood plan should build on the sites identified in SHLAA. More 

information on the SHLAA can be found at this link.  

A ‘Call for Sites’ is an important early stage of the neighbourhood plan process and should be undertaken to give parish landowners an opportunity to 

submit their sites for development. This will involve requesting key information from respondents that is needed to form a robust assessment of the site.  

The ‘Call for Sites’ should be publicised for an appropriate length of time. Neighbourhood Planning Officers at LDC will assist by helping to publicise your 

‘Call for Sites’ and contacting developers/landowners who have submitted sites through the SHLAA process.   

Experience has shown that a ‘Call for Sites’ undertaken by a Town/Parish Council can result in sites being identified and submitted that may have not 

previously been submitted to the District Council. 

 

Site Assessment Report (Appendix 1) 

Methodology 

A clear methodology of how the site identification and assessment has been carried out is required.  

Site Assessment 

A thorough and fair assessment of all sites submitted through the ‘Call for Sites’ must be undertaken to ensure the most sustainable options are identified. 

LDC will share any relevant evidence with the town/parish council. Communities may have differing opinions to the District Council on the suitability of sites 

assessed through the SHLAA, and in such cases, the District Council will look to see that clear justification has been given as to why a site (potentially 

considered unsuitable in the SHLAA) is considered suitable for allocation in a neighbourhood plan.    

The site assessment should focus on the four elements below: 

1) Suitability - an objective assessment against clearly identified criteria (see Suitability Assessment below and  Appendix 2) 

2) Achievability - an assessment of the viability of development  

3) Availability – confirmation of the availability of the site for development 

4) Acceptability - a more subjective element factoring in community feedback 

The Site Assessment Template in Appendix 1 gives an indication of the approach the District Council will expect from communities preparing 

neighbourhood plans that allocate development sites.  

 

Suitability Assessment (Appendix 2) 

Clearly Identified Criteria 

An assessment of the suitability of individual sites should be undertaken. National Planning Practice Guidance states that this assessment should be done 

against clearly identified criteria. A Suitability Assessment Table in Appendix 2 sets out an example of the criteria that may be used. Some of these criteria 

may not be relevant or there may be additional criteria that are of particular importance to your community that are not included on the list.  

Various sources of information are available to inform the criteria and related questions. Lewes District Council and the South Downs National Park 

Authority have prepared a number of background reports to inform the emerging Local Plans. This includes important evidence documents such as the 

Landscape Capacity Study, Rural Settlement Study and Sustainability Appraisal. East Sussex County Council provide advice on a number of land use planning 

areas and the East Sussex in Figures website is a useful source of data to help inform the site assessment process. They can be found at the links below.  

Lewes District Council 

South Downs National Park Authority 

East Sussex County Council - Landscape, Highways, Flood issues 

East Sussex in Figures 

Weighting 

http://www.lewes.gov.uk/planning/shlaa.asp
http://www.lewes.gov.uk/planning/shlaa.asp
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/neighbourhood-planning/preparing-a-neighbourhood-plan-or-order/
http://www.lewes.gov.uk/planning/backgroundreps.asp
http://www.southdowns.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/national-park-local-plan/evidence-and-supporting-documents/
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/landscape/default.htm
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/planning/default.htm
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/community/emergencyplanningandcommunitysafety/emergencyplanning/advice/flooding/default.htm?utm_source=relatedpages-roadstransportroads&utm_medium=web&utm_content=flooding&utm_campaign=flooding
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/welcome.html


In some instances it may be appropriate for communities to weight certain criteria. It is recommended that only Acceptability criteria are weighted to 

ensure that an objective assessment of the Suitability is maintained. It is also expected that a clear explanation of why the weighting is appropriate is 

provided in the Site Assessment.   

Scoring 

As a starting point, the District Council would advise that any type of site assessment that seeks to attribute scores against certain criteria should be 

avoided.  Such an approach is often very subjective and open to challenge by those who wish to undermine and/or alter the plan.  However, if the 

town/parish council do wish to pursue with such an approach to site assessments, it is important to clearly demonstrate how scores have been attributed 

to criteria – the methodology can assist in this regard. Furthermore, the scoring must be fair and consistent for all sites.  

Maps 

Clear maps outlining the boundaries of all sites considered for development sites will be required.  

 

Consultation 

It is advised that consultation with the community and key statutory consultees is carried out on individual sites prior to the final selection being decided. 

This evidence will feed into the site assessments.  The District Council would urge caution against selecting sites for development that have attracted 

concerns/objections from certain key statutory consultees (e.g. ESCC – Highways, South Downs National Park Authority, Environment Agency, Natural 

England).  Although these sites may have some degree of support from the local community, an objection from a statutory consultee will increase the risk 

of the examiner concluding that the selection of the site fails one of the basic conditions, namely contributing towards sustainable development. 

An alternative method to the above is to consult on different options for settlement growth. This may include options such as ‘development to the 

North/South’ or ‘development on Brownfield land’. The outcome of this consultation will then feed into preferred development sites being identified.  

 

Pre-submission Consultation 

The finalised Site Assessment Report should be published alongside the draft neighbourhood plan for the first statutory (pre-submission) consultation. This 

will give an opportunity for consultees and interested stakeholders (such as LDC, the South Downs National Park, East Sussex County Council and service 

providers) to comment on the plan, development site allocations and supporting evidence. 

 

 

 

  



Appendix 1 – Site Assessment Template 

 
Site Name 

Background Information 
 
 

This section can include background information to add 
context to the site assessment. For example: 

 Site location 

 Site Area (Ha) 

 Existing use 

 Proposal 
 

Suitability 
 
 

This section forms an objective assessment of social, 
environmental and economic criteria. This should form a 
summary of the Suitability Assessment Table (Appendix 2) 
 
If any issues are identified, how could they be overcome? 
 

Achievability  A summary on whether development of the site is likely to 
be viable. Information provided by landowners/site 
proponents and LDC should feed into this section.  
 
If any issues are identified, how could they be overcome? 
 

Availability Confirmation of the availability of the land and may include 
the following  information: 
 

 the intention of the landowner/site proponent to 
develop 

 when the site is available 

 any legal or ownership problems 
 
If any issues are identified, how could they be overcome? 
 

Acceptability This section will feed community aspirations into the site 
assessment provided there is clear evidence in support. 
 
Example: Community consultation may have identified a 
preference for certain development site options, 
larger/smaller sites or development of particular areas of 
the town/village. 
 

Strategic Environmental Assessment A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is required for 
all neighbourhood plans allocating development sites (see 
SEA Guidance Note) 
 
This section can feed in the findings of the SEA where 
appropriate. 
 

Conclusion This section will form a balanced conclusion of whether the 
site should be developed based on the criteria above.  
 

 

Appendix 2 – Suitability Assessment Table 

Suitability Assessment 
 

Criteria Questions to Consider Outcome 

So
ci

al
 

Housing  Would development provide affordable 
housing provision? 

 

Transport/accessibility  How would developing the site impact on the 
highway network? 

 Is a suitable access point achievable? 

 Would it exacerbate congestion?  

 Is the site in walking distance (800m) of 
community services and facilities?  

 Can safe pedestrian access be provided to and 
from the site? 

 

Communities  Could development bring about 
additional/improved community facilities? 

 Is the site in walking distance (800m) of 
community services and facilities? 

 

En
vi

ro
n

m
e

n
ta

l 

Brownfield / Greenfield   Is the site located on Brownfield or Greenfield 
land? 

 

Vacant Land  Would the site bring vacant units back into 
use? 

 

Biodiversity  Is development likely to impact on biodiversity 
designations? 

 Is development likely to impact on Ancient 
Woodland? 

 

Landscape  Would development of the site have a 
detrimental impact on a valued landscape? 

 

Historic Environment  Could development of the site have a 
detrimental impact on listed buildings or 
conservation areas, including their setting? 

 

Flood Risk  Is the site located in Flood Zone 2 or 3? 

 Is the site prone to surface water flood risk? 

 

Infrastructure   Is there sufficient local infrastructure capacity 
to accommodate development on the site 
(utilities, highway etc)? If not, is there 
evidence to say that additional/new provision 
can come forward? 

 

Ec
o

n
o

m
ic

 
Local business 
 
 
 
 

 Would development of the site support local 
businesses? 

 Is the site within walking distance of local 
businesses? 

 Would development involve the loss of 
business premises? 

 Would development facilitate the provision of 
additional/new/upgraded business premises? 

  

 



 

 

  



 


