
Plumpton Neighbourhood Plan. 
Meeting with owners/agents of land proposed for development. 
 
A second meeting with another group of owners/agents of land that has been proposed for 
development was organised in Plumpton village hall on Tuesday, March 3. Some of the landholdings 
had only recently come forward and the Steering Group wished to ensure that it had more detail of 
the proposals. Members of the public were also invited to be present and, in all, the attendance was 
approximately 110. 
As in the case of the first of such meetings Steering Group members and the public were invited to 
put questions to the owners’ representative. A representative from Lewes District Council Planning 
Department was also present and was available to answer questions. 
Those owners/agents who had previously given presentations on land in which they have an interest 
were not invited to participate but had been invited to attend if they wished to listen to these new 
presenatations. After the presentations members of the public were given the opportunity to ask 
general questions in respect of the Neighbourhood Plan. 
Church Glebe land and the Rectory, Station Road. The diocese of Chichester’s representative stated 
that four acres of land could be made available that adjoined the Rectory and, in due course, the 
Rectory itself could be available for inclusion in a mixed development. The entire site would be 
available within the next seven years and would have access from Station Road. At this stage no firm 
proposal has been made and it is open for discussion whether the Rectory is retained or demolished. 
Neither it nor the church are listed but it was stated categorically that there was no intention to 
demolish the church and a new Rectory would probably be provided within any development that 
might take place. Proceeds of sale would be applied to supporting the clergy within the Diocese. 
Land to the north of The Old Police House, Station Road. This land was put forward in response to a 
call from a number of residents to retain the linear shape of Plumpton. The owners’ agent explained 
that there is a fairly large land holding that could accommodate up to 50 dwellings but that his 
clients would be willing to see either the entire site or part of it used for housing development, in 
accordance with the general wishes of the village. A mixed development is envisaged, retaining the 
hedgerow screening on the frontage to protect the rural scene.  Access at the southern end of the 
site was envisaged on safety grounds and it was anticipated that the 30 mph speed limit would need 
to be extended northwards, again for safety reasons. No detailed plans have yet been prepared but 
initial indications are that there would be no problem with providing services and no danger from 
flooding. Surface water run-off could be properly managed. The current use of the land is for 
grazing. 
Shaw Farm Land, Station Road (opposite the previous holding). Again this land had been proposed 
as a result of a strong desire to keep the layout of the village linear. The owner’s representative 
presented two outline schemes, one for ten dwellings in a linear format and the other for 19 in a 
more scattered format and emphasised that his client was flexible as to the extent. Again it was 
suggested that development take place behind hedgerow screening to protect the rural setting. The 
land is currently used for grazing and access to services should present no problems. Access to 
Station Road would be at the southern end of the site to ensure maximum safety and affordable 
housing would feature in both schemes. Access to the existing footpath routes would be retained 
and probably improved as nearby land was also in the same ownership. With this and the previous 
site it was questioned whether more road traffic would be generated in the direction of the school, 
shop and railway station. Some thought it would, others suggested people might walk the 400/500 
yards involved. 
Nolands Farm, off Station Road. An interested developer was unable to attend the meeting but one 
of the owners and his agent were present and declared that they were unable to produce any detail. 
However, they were able to say that an outline proposal for the provision of probably between 10 
and 20 homes would be presented in the very near future and confirmed that access would be along 
the existing track. 



Land east side of Plumpton Lane just south of railway line. This site, opposite the racecourse, is 
currently outside the Plumpton Green settlement as defined by Lewes District Council and LDC 
would need to agree to include it within the settlement for it to count towards the village’s 
allocation. It will be put to LDC as a matter of urgency to enable it to be considered. The landholding 
is sizeable but the owner is flexible in respect of the extent made available for housing development, 
being happy to restrict it to simply a ‘frontage’ site or for it to take in further land to the east. It was 
pointed out that it is only grazing land and that existing dwellings would prevent expansion either 
northwards or southwards. There are no flooding problems or contamination and it was stated that 
it contains no protected species or plants. The owner is prepared to designate an area of land at the 
northern end of the site for public parking to ease the situation at the nearby railway station. 
Inholmes Farm, Station Road. This site adjoins the Shaw Farm land on its northern boundary. The 
owners’ daughter spoke briefly and explained that no agent or developer had been approached to 
present a scheme. She explained that the land had been used for a number of years for grazing 
horses but is no longer in use and went on to say that, if it is considered by the village to be suitable 
for housing development then either all or part of it is available. A member of the public suggested 
that on the grounds of safety and access to the main road then it would be better to combine a 
development with that on the Shaw Farm land.  Both parties present indicated that this could 
certainly be a possibility. 
1 Land adjoining the Rectory (the Glebe) 
Sponsor: the Diocese of Chichester 
Agent: Evison & Co 
Area: 1.6ha agricultural land 
Proposal: 30 dwellings in a mix of terraced (8), semi-detached (12) and detached (10) units; 8 x 2-
bed; 12 x 3-bed; 5 x 4-bed; 5 x 5-bed + unspecified parking provision  
30% affordable 
Access onto Station Road south of the Rectory, with pedestrian access to the station.  
Glebe land immediately available; land around the Rectory will become available within the next 
seven years when the current Rector retires. Development may include demolition of the Rectory, 
but not the church 
 
2 Land north of the Old Police Station and south of Lentridge Farm 
Sponsors: Guy Thomas and Emma Innes-Whitehouse 
Agent: Kember Loudon Williams LLP 
Area: 2.23ha agricultural land 
Proposal: up to 50 houses ranging from 2 to 5-bed units to meet requirements of Neighbourhood 
Plan. ‘Green frontage’ onto Station Road. Dwellings to meet Lifetime Homes criteria; public open 
space within development; landscaping and children’s play area. Parking for 1–2 cars 
40% affordable 
Access onto Station Road, within a new, extended 30-mile zone, with extended pedestrian access to 
link with existing pavements along Station Road 
Site immediately available 
 
3 Land south of Inholmes Farm 
Sponsor: Shaw Farm (Plumpton) Ltd 
Agent: DowsetMayhew Planning Partnership 
Option a): Area: 0.4ha agricultural land 
10 dwellings set back from and aligned with Station Road: 4 detached, two semi-detached, 4 
terraced: 2 x 5-bed; 2 x 4-bed; 4 x 3-bed; 2 x 2-bed. Minimum 20 car parking spaces 
6 open market; 4 affordable 
Access onto Station Road with footpath to west linking with existing north/south rights of way. 
Option b) Area: 1.0ha agricultural land 



19 dwellings extending further into site: 10 detached; 6 semi-detached; 3 terraced; 4 x 5-bed; 6 x 4-
bed; 6 x 3-bed; 3 x 2-bed. Minimum 46 car parking spaces.  
Same access as above, with footpath access to west. 
Site immediately available. 
 
4 Nolands Farm 
Sponsors: Noanah and Peter Hall 
Agent: Rowland Gorringe/Vantage Homes 
Area: 2.4 ha agricultural land 
Proposal: No details available 
 
5 Land south of railway and east of Plumpton Lane 
Sponsors: Novington Estate 
Agent: DW Planning 
Area: 6.7 ha agricultural land 
Proposal: Options to develop the whole area with up to 50 dwellings or just the strip fronting 
Plumpton Lane, including a ‘kiss and ride’ drop-off point for the station. No details. Type, number 
and mix of housing flexible to meet requirements of Neighbourhood Plan 
Access onto Plumpton Lane  
Query over whether Lewes District Council would accept these as part of Plumpton’s minimum 
contribution to the district housing needs  
 
6 Land at Inholmes Farm 
Sponsor: Mr & Mrs Walker 
Agent: tbc 
Area: 2.45ha agricultural land 
Proposal: No details available. Mix of 2–5-bed dwellings to meet requirements of Neighbourhood 
Plan 
Access onto Station Road 
Land immediately available 
 
 


