
Site Assessment 
Site 2 – Little Inholmes Farm 

 

Background Information 
 
 

The site has been promoted through the Lewes District Council SHLAA and 
identified during the Neighbourhood Plan call for sites.   
The site is located to the west of the village, with access onto Westgate.  It is 
adjacent to the village planning boundary, and currently grade 3 agricultural 
use. It is approximately 4.53 hectares. 
The site is subject to a Section 106 agreement on further development. 
The site is being promoted for approximately 40 units in phase I within the 
Neighbourhood Plan period. A second phase of development has been 
identified by the developer beyond the Neighbourhood Plan period. 

Suitability 
 
 

The proposal does provide affordable housing.  
There is a mixed picture with regard to suitability of this site. Positives include 
safe access to the site from Westgate, and lack of geological interest. The 
entrance to the site is centrally located near village amenities, bringing some 
sustainability benefits.  
Negatives would be difficult to overcome and include the impacts on 
biodiversity, ecology, trees and hedges. Protected species are present and 
there is evidence of surface water issues.   
The site is close to a listed building which is vulnerable to subsidence and 
surface water flooding, which could be exacerbated if the site was developed. 

Achievability  The proposal is likely to be viable considering it is being promoted by the 
developer and located on a site with no contamination. 

Availability The site has been promoted through the Lewes District Council SHLAA, 
Neighbourhood Plan call for sites and has been confirmed in subsequent 
discussion with the site proponent.  The site would be available immediately, 
subject to improvement in the waste water/sewage infrastructure.  

Acceptability The site scored very poorly for acceptability criteria.  The site would not reflect 
the preference of the village for modest developments and there is the existing 
Section 106 agreement in terms of further development.  

Strategic Environmental Assessment (“SEA”) A Strategic Environmental Assessment will be available at a later date.  

Steering Group Recommendation While the site had a mixed score for suitability, the acceptability scoring was 
very poor. The site does not support the village preference for small 
developments. There is a strong sense in the village that the Section 106 
agreement be upheld, adding weight to the assessment of the site being 
unacceptable to the village. 
For these reasons the site is not recommended for allocation in the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

 


