
    

 

  
 

BY POST & EMAIL TO: jean.stewart@plumptonpc.co.uk 
Mrs Jean Stewart 

Clerk to the Parish Council  

Downsview Cottage 
Riddens Lane 

East Sussex 
BN7 3BJ 

                                                                                                        19554/A3/LD/ac        
3rd March 2014 

 

Dear Mrs Stewart 
 

HOUSING GROWTH IN PLUMPTON GREEN 
 

We write on behalf of Glenbeigh Developments Ltd, who has an interest in land at Little Inholmes 

Farm in Plumpton Green.   
 

As you will be aware, the Council are currently preparing their Local Plan Part 1: Core Strategy 
which will, once adopted, set out the amount of development that should be directed to each of the 

Parish area to meet the housing needs in the District to 2030.  The latest iteration of the draft plan    
directs new development in the rural area of Low Weald towards the sustainable rural villages of 

Plumpton and Cooksbridge.  Plumpton Green is allocated as a ‘service village’ capable of 

accommodating growth of between 30-100 dwellings over the plan period.  Planned growth on 
allocated sites in Plumpton Green is currently expected to be around 50 dwellings.        

 
The Council are currently re-assessing the overall housing targets in light of the fact that a five-

year housing land supply cannot be demonstrated.  This will likely increase the overall housing 

target across the District, and any implications for Plumpton Green are not yet known.  We are 
advised that the Council will report the next version of the Core Strategy to Cabinet in April 2014.     

 
The Council have also recently published Part 2 of the Local Plan for initial consultation.  This deals 

with Site Allocations and Development Management Policies.  The consultation draft is informed by 
the latest Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) of November 2013.  The SHLAA 

concludes following comprehensive assessment that the land at Little Inholmes Farm is located in a 

sustainable location, and development is therefore suitable, available and achievable.   
 

Reflective of the SHLAA findings, the site is identified in the Local Plan Part 2: Site Allocations 
Topic Paper 2 under reference PL/A05: Land between West Gate and Chapel Road.  This is 

identified as a housing option site for 40 units.    

 
We have received a copy of the Parish Council’s response to the Local Plan Part 2 consultation.  At 

point 3, the Parish Council refers to the S106 Agreement attached to the 1994 permission for 
housing and the village hall which lies immediately to the east of the current site and originally also 

formed part of the farm.  Schedule 1 clause 2 of the S106 Agreement states that “No development 
other than that reasonably necessary for the cultivation or use of the land for agricultural purposes 
shall take place on the land edged green on Plan 1”  [Plan 1 showing the land subject to proposed 

allocation PL/A05].   



 

 

 
The existence of the above clause prevents any development, other than that necessary for 

agriculture, from taking place on the land subject to allocation PL/A05 under the terms of that 
1994 permission.  It does not prevent development from taking place on that land if secured 
through separate permission. However, I understand that the Parish Council wishes to resist the 

release of land under our client’s control on the basis of terms set out in the 1994 s106.  
 

The preparation of the Local Plan provides the opportunity to consider the appropriate location for 

the provision of housing to meet the community’s needs. This search should not be constrained by 
the terms of an agreement which was entered into almost 20 years ago and reflects a different 

planning context.  The terms of the 1994 agreement do not restrict development of the land in 
perpetuity, simply that it cannot be developed under the terms of the 1994 planning permission.      

 
The land has been identified in the SHLAA as suitable and this should be the starting point for the 

consideration of the comparative merits of the site. It is not therefore appropriate to seek to 

constrain supply in Plumpton Green on the basis of the 1994 agreement which is of little relevance 
to whether development of the site is appropriate today .   Any development proposed at land at 

Little Inholmes Farm would be stringently tested through a Strategic Environmental Assessment .  
Likewise, any application would be subject to the relevant and necessary assessments.     

 

We are aware that the Parish Council are starting the process of creating and preparing a 
Neighbourhood Plan.  We would welcome being part of this process as key stakeholders and as an 

interested party.  The development of the land at Little Inholmes Farm is appropriate, as identified 
in the SHLAA, and has the potential to provide substantial community infrastructure, of benefit to 

both the new and existing community of Plumpton Green.  Our clients would seek to ensure that 
development of the site maximises community benefits, and we would hope to achieve this through 

structured engagement with the Parish Council.  We would therefore welcome the opportunity to 

discuss how the site could be developed in a comprehensive and well-planned way to achieve this.        
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any queries.   
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
 

IAIN PAINTING 
Senior Planning Partner 

         


