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To whom it may concern: 

Re: Plumpton Parish Neighbourhood Plan Pre-submission Version 

Thank you for consulting Historic England on the pre-submission draft of the 

Plumpton Neighbourhood Plan. As the Government’s advisor on planning for the 

historic environment we are pleased to support positive planning for historic 

environment including championing good practice and seeking to secure the 

conservation and enjoyment of the heritage assets most valued by communities. If 

you would like further information about requirements for consideration of heritage 

assets and the historic environment in planning please visit our planning pages 

online at: https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/plan-making/ 

I’m pleased to provide the following comments on the draft plan and policies: 

Policy 2 Site Allocations 

There is no evidence that the plan group have consulted the East Sussex Historic 

Environment Record to consider the potential impact of development of the allocated 

sites on archaeological remains other than the statement in the SEA that the area 

contains a number of Archaeological Notification Areas.  It is a requirement of the 

National Planning Practice Guidance for Neighbourhood Plan groups to identify the 

heritage assets that could be affected by allocations, including the potential for 

previously unidentified sites to be present. In practice this means looking carefully at 

the historic (and prehistoric) development of settlement and landuse in the parish 

using the evidence of recorded sites to identify whether there is any potential for 

remains to be present and, where a heightened potential is identified, to put suitable 

policy into place to secure appropriate investigation to inform applications.  Without 

this information, which can be quickly developed through an analysis of the Historic 

Environment Record database, we would have to raise the potential that the sites 

might not be developable for the numbers of units indicated.   
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We note that the site at Riddens Lane (allocated through Policy 2.6) falls within an 

Archaeological Notification Area.  We would expect the assessment of sites report to 

identify this as an issue affecting the suitability of the site for allocation and for this to 

be identified as an issue within the SEA report. Both reports are silent on the matter 

and, as such, we would question their validity.  Understanding what response to this 

sensitivity would be suitable depends on the reason the area has been identified as 

an archaeological notification area.  This is information we would expect the Parish 

Council to have presented. We recommend working with the County Archaeologist to 

develop understanding of the site’s significance and identifying suitable policy 

requirement within the allocation policy if analysis demonstrates that the site is still 

suitable for allocation. We would refer you to our advice on allocating sites affecting 

heritage assets in local plans which can be downloaded at: 

https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/historic-environment-and-

site-allocations-in-local-plans/ , in the meanwhile. 

Policy 3 Design.  

Unfortunately the  first sentence of this policy doesn’t really add anything that will 

inform decisions that isn’t already stated in national and local planning policy and 

does not contain sufficient information on what the distinctive characteristics of the 

parish are to aid  its implementation. A very similarly worded policy was removed 

from the Medstead and Fourmarks Neighbourhood Plan at the recommendation of 

the examiner whose report stated “Policy 11 fails to provide a clear approach to good 

design. The first paragraph states that any development must reflect existing 

architectural and historical character and scale, in all respects of what is a sweeping 

list of general design-related words – “scale, density, massing, height, lighting...” etc. 

There is no indication, for example, of what the existing architectural and historical 

character is in all parts of the Neighbourhood Area.  Consequently, Policy 11 does 

not provide decision makers with a clear indication of how to react to a development 

proposal and nor does it provide potential applicants with any guidance.”  The 

reference to requiring development to make use of local vernacular materials, 

finishes and landscaping would also require further evidence to aid its 

implementation.   

Historic England strongly support the inclusion of policies that guide the design of 

new development based on a robust understanding of local character. If we can be of 

assistance in helping to develop this policy by helping the neighbourhood plan group 

to prepare evidence on the area’s characteristic  vernacular architecture and building 

materials please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

We hope these comments are of assistance to the Parish Council but would be 

pleased to answer any queries relating to them or to provide other information that 

may be of assistance. 

I am yours faithfully 
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Robert Lloyd-Sweet 
Historic Places Adviser (South East England) 
Historic England 
Guildford 
Tel. 01483 252028 
E-mail: Robert.lloydsweet@HistoricEngland.org.uk 
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